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Electronic Chart Display Information Systems (ECDIS) (STRCTR-
179) 

 
Length  40 hours (1 week) 

   
Objective 
 
Each student who successfully completes this course will be knowledgeable of and have proficiency in 
EDIS.  Additionally, students will gain knowledge of:  
 

� The basic principles governing the safe operation of ECDIS (or ECS), including electronic chart 
data and their presentation, performance standards, as well as the system-related limitations 
and potential dangers; 

� The ability to generate and maintain displays, to operate all basic navigational functions for 
route planning as well as route monitoring, to use and select proper navigational data and to 
display the data in the appropriate manner.  They will also be able to perform updating; 

� The ability to analyze nautical alarms during route planning and route monitoring as well as 
sensor alarms.  They will be able to assess the impact of the performance limits of sensors on 
the safe use of ECDIS and to appreciate that the back-up system may be only of limited 
performance.  They will be able to assess errors, inaccuracies and ambiguities caused by 
improper data management.  Thus, the student will be aware of errors in displayed data, errors 
of interpretation and the risk of over-reliance on ECDIS and be able to take proper action.  

� In addition, the student will have knowledge of the various types of electronic chart databases 
available, realize their legal aspects and standing with regard to use in ECDIS or other 
electronic chart systems. 

 
This Course is USCG Approved and STCW Compliant.  The course certificate will state: 
 

  “This course is hereby recognized as a Coast Guard Approved Training Course as 
outlined in Subpart D of Part 10, Title 46, Code of Federal Regulations.  Any applicant who has 
successfully completed our Electronic Chart Display Information System (ECDIS) (STRCTR-179) course 
will satisfy the ECDIS training requirements within 46 CFR 11.305; 46 CFR 11.307; 46 CFR 11.309; 
46 CFR 11.311; 46 CFR 11.313; 46 CFR 11.315; 46 CFR 11.317; 46 CFR 11.319; and 46 CFR 
11.321; AND; The specific tasks from the National Assessment Guidelines found in NVIC 12-14:  
4.1.A, and 4.2.A. The specific tasks from the National Assessment Guidelines found in NVIC 10-14 
and NVIC 11-14:  6.1.A, 6.2.A, 6.3.A, 6.4.A, 6.5.A, 6.6.A and 6.7.A. Applicants who have successfully 
completed our course need not present completed “Control Sheets” for these assessments in 
application for STCW certification.” 

 
Scope 
 
This is a classroom course that is intended to meet the ECDIS 
training requirements as listed above in the USCG Approved and 
STCW Compliant Course Certificate section. 
 
Entry standards 
 
This course is open to students who have a need for such training 
as required by the United States Coast Guard and STCW as 
amended.  Each student should have an STCW Certification as an “Officer-in-Charge of a 
Navigational Watch” or have an equivalent and experiential background, be in good physical health 
and speaks and understands English. 
  
Teaching Facility 

STAR Center, Dania Beach, Florida 
 
  


